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Introduction - framing this report
• Manningham Adaptation & Resilience Group (MARG) is a small group of local women who educate 

and advocate in response to the multiple and interconnected challenges humanity face. We are 
committed to contributing to local community resilience, both practically and emotionally.


• While we do have a specific strategy we would like to suggest, most of all our desire is to point out 
areas you might want to explore further and consider more holistically, matters than concern us 
deeply. 


• We understand that Councils are working with severe restraints and limited resources and that 
modern life presents real challenges for us all in simply attending to the day-to-day.


• Our feedback focusses on the need to shift the paradigm, and focus on Adaptation and Resilience 
Measures - and consider more broadly the threats to our current way of life where we live.


• We hope you find this report helpful and we would be keen to engage further with you as part of 
the consultation phase of your draft emergency climate action plan. 



Preamble
Sadly the world has left it too 
late to prevent the climate crisis

The crisis is here
In Australia in 2022 we saw the 
devastating floods take lives 
and livelihoods all along the east 
coast while our country is still 
reeling and recovering from the 
catastrophic Black Summer 
Bushfires and the Pandemic.

It is too late to think we can prevent the 
Climate Crisis, instead we have to adapt to 
what is already here and to the climate chaos 
that is coming. We also have to do everything 
we can to not make matters worse by putting 
too many resources into mitigation. 

Mitigation is still vital of course, but so many 
people still talk about this issue as though it 
is something that will only affect our children 
or grandchildren - and dates like 2030, 2050 
or even the end of the century are often 
used to ‘kick the can down the road’



More priority is being given to Adaptation 
globally

Adaptation was for the first 
time an important theme at 
last year’s COP26 in Glasgow

At COP26, as well as the continued 
focus on the Race to Net Zero a Race 
to Resilience campaign was launched. 


“Adaptation action and resilience must accelerate, building at pace and at scale now, if we are to 
prepare for the future impacts we know are coming. We must forge deeper alignment, collaboration 
and a common vision for a resilient world…Time is not on our side. Millions of people are already 
experiencing the economic, social and ecosystem fallout of climate breakdown, with a 
disproportionate impact for societies’ most vulnerable. In 2021 alone, extreme weather driven by 
climate change caused over US$170 billion in damages.” 

https://climatechampions.unfccc.int/



We are still heading in the wrong direction
The United Nations concludes 
that we are still heading in the 
wrong direction

Scientists are sceptical that nations 
will reign in global warming, as this 
article from Nature Journal from the 
1st of November 2021 explains:


https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-58600723

September 2021: “Despite all the 
promises and pledges, the world 
is on course to heat up to 
dangerous levels” is the blunt 
assessment of the UN after 
studying the plans of 100 
countries.

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-02990-w



The challenge we face is not limited to climate 
change - we face a series of interconnected predicaments

Climate change and associated extreme weather events  

Collapse of Biodiversity and Ecosystems 

Zoonotic Diseases 

Economic Fragility 

Increasing Social Injustice and Inequality 

Resource Depletion 

Crisis of Meaning 

Disconnection and Polarisation



❖Manningham’s Draft Emergency Climate Action Plan does not yet reflect 
the existential nature of these multiple and inter-connected threats. 

❖ It assumes that our way of life will pretty much remain the same - but 
just ‘cleaner and greener’ 

❖ In connection with this, there is a moral obligation to directly consider 
the worst case scenarios and the inevitable social injustice that will 
arise from these


There is an urgent need to focus significant effort on Adaptation 
and Resilience now as an equal priority to mitigation efforts



“In the long-delayed State of the Environment report 
released in July this year, there is one terrifying 
sentence:  

“Environmental degradation is now considered a 
threat to humanity, which could bring about societal 
collapses.” 

Hyperbole? Sadly not. 

Climate change has already warmed Australia 1.4℃ 
and changed rainfall in some regions. Natural 
ecosystems are already struggling from land clearing, 
intensive agriculture, soil degradation and poor water 
management. Climate changes and related sea level 
rise are making this worse.” 

Australia’s State of the Evironment Report
It’s a mistake to think this won’t affect us. It can 
be easy to live in cities and believe you’re 
somehow walled off from environmental disaster. 
This is a fiction. Healthy environments provide 
clean air, clean food, clean water and a safe 
place to live – all essential to a healthy life.


Read the full article here from The Conversation

https://soe.dcceew.gov.au/
https://theconversation.com/natural-systems-in-australia-are-unravelling-if-they-collapse-human-society-could-too-187263?fbclid=IwAR2F_09acRbggFxYIOarsVPVwTWunOw8VFfqYqLAi_P0aRFf4kENoNOW5AY


While we appreciate that Manningham’s draft plan has stated:


Climate risks already impacting Melbourne and Manningham and likely to worsen 
over the long term include the following: 
• extreme weather including heatwaves, bushfire, storms, wind, hail and flooding
• increased average temperature
• water availability

BUT…



If we somehow miraculously reached NET ZERO emissions tomorrow morning, but 
we continued with ‘Business as Usual’, we would still be in a great deal of trouble.

 
We must go deeper than that  
because of four things: 

❖Ecological Overshoot 
❖Tipping Points 
❖Positive Feedback Loops 
❖Global Dimming Effect 

We invite you to more fully understand, appreciate and acknowledge 
the vulnerability of modern society as a whole -  
and address this vulnerability at it’s core…

Any climate action plan that does not 
understand and address these four risk 
factors above is not across the latest data  



The future is increasingly TUNA - Turbulent, Uncertain, Novel and 
Ambiguous. The buzzword of the past three years has most certainly 
been ‘unprecedented’. 

The risks include food and water security, violent conflict, nuclear 
war, international law/governance issues in general and public health.  

The potential for disruption is high given the complexity of our global 
systems today, and the uncertainty of how they will develop over the 
next decade. 



Before moving on to our Recommendations we would like to 
consider just one security issue as an example of the 
vulnerability of complex global systems that sustain our lives.  

We believe such issues have a place in local government 
planning, and such risks should have more public focus and 
recognition in general, hence we raise them here 



Australia is nearing 
100% reliance on 
imported liquid 

fuels

• Petrol, diesel and aviation fuels are the dominant transport fuels 
used in Australia. Diesel fuel is critical to the trucking industry as 
well as to intercity rail transport and to many private vehicles


• What could happen were our liquid fuel supply to be cut off has 
been exercising the minds of the Australian Parliament, 
the Defence Department, Engineers Australia and the National 
Road and Motor Association, as well as academics and 
journalists who focus on resource and security issues.


• The scenarios focus on the vulnerability of Australia’s liquid fuels 
supply chain to disruption. That could come through a conflict 
between China and the US in the Asia-Pacific region, an 
eventuality that could strangle our trade routes and supply lines. It 
could be preceded by, or come simultaneously with, a cyber 
attack on Australia’s communications, economic, medical and 
transportation infrastructure. Cyber vulnerability is a possibility 
that has become a focus of Australian cyber-security and national 
security interests.

https://medium.com/permaculture-3-0/what-happens-if-the-oil-stops-running-7ead57f3f616


The Defence Department scenario 

Formulating disaster scenarios, such as a sudden cessation of petroleum 
supplies and responses to them, falls within the ambit of the Defence 
Department, but it is our belief that other levels of government should be 
aware of these threats and hold them in mind in all policy and planning 
matters. 


The consequence of a significant reduction or a complete cessation of oil 
imports is for a rapid and partial, or perhaps a complete collapse of the 
national economy with all that follows regarding transportation, medical 
services, communications, food supply, municipal water systems and more.


A 2019 report by the Defence Department’s director of preparedness, 
Cheryl Durrant, and Engineers Australia identified threats to the nation. 
These include:


• conflict between China and the USA; this would likely be in the South 
and/or East China Sea-Taiwan region as well as in the wider South West 
Pacific region


• climate change and natural disasters

• rise of nationalist governments

• pandemic.

The report was prescient and accurate in 2019 in predicting the 
Pandemic, we believe that other threats outlined must be held 

with equal weight in any Climate Action Plan

Read the full article on the ABC website here  

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-04-29/military-leaders-warn-australia-prepare-for-worse-coronavirus/12193228?fbclid=IwAR38LtQgqQYco4QipqppskHNgTYiF2U-R1UiERzQ7MdlNX7m05z0RkLHgVA


To Summarise 

We hope this single example of a threat multiplier, the risk of a disruption 
to petroleum supplies, underpins our broader precarious position of living 
in a global economy with multiple dependencies on imports.


When the United Nations this year published its 2022 ‘Global 
Assessment Report on Disaster Risk Reduction’ (GAR2022) in May, the 
world’s attention was on its grim verdict that the world was experiencing 
an accelerating trend of natural disasters and economic crises.


We believe that the Australian Media and all levels of governance in our 
country are not giving enough attention to the global risks identified by the 
United Nations and to the threats accurately depicted in the graph from 
this report opposite, page 68, which outlines four pathways, all looking at 
ways to decrease the likelihood of GCR (Global Collapse Risk)


We also see that the upbeat and ‘Business as Usual’ nature of 
communication that comes from Council does not reflect the uncertainty 
of today's world that all of your constituency would feel and experience in 
one way or another, especially those experiencing the greatest economic 
hardship in our community already from global forces beyond their control.


Read the full finding of the United Nations Global Assessment 
Report on Disaster Risk Reduction here

https://www.undrr.org/gar2022-our-world-risk


 

“Psychological research has found that a period 
of despair related to ‘catastrophic imaginaries’ 
can be both personally transformative and 
politically radicalising. Even rather severe anxiety 
related to the environmental situation has been 
found to motivate climate activism. Other 
research has also found that optimism on the 
climate correlates with less action, not more.” 

https://braveneweurope.com/jem-bendell-the-biggest-mistakes-in-climate-
communications-part-2-climate-brightsiding

Communicating to the public
It is reasonable that you may respond to this 
invitation, for greater emphasis on 
communicating and preparing for worst case 
scenarios, with a belief that to spread ‘doom and 
gloom’ is not helpful. We directly challenge this 
assumption by providing evidence to the contrary:

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/s11231-022-09340-3
https://www.bath.ac.uk/announcements/climate-anxiety-an-important-driver-for-climate-action-new-study/
https://www.mdpi.com/2409-9287/6/3/61


 

• We believe that talking about global heating as something we should respond to because 
we can fix it, is not necessarily helpful at this late stage. Instead taking action to lesson 
suffering that will be caused by global warming is the right thing to do and we will all be 
motivated to try to improve our circumstance as heating and the side effects continue. 


“The ‘fix the climate’ framing arises from ideas about reality and ethics that are dominant 
in modern secular cultures. It is the dual idea that humans are in control of our situation 
on Earth and that individually we do things because they achieve material results. Instead, 
throughout history, people have acted in service of the public good without knowing if it 
will work, or how much it might work. We do that because we believe it to be the right 
thing to do to alleviate suffering, enable joy, and to contribute to future possibilities.” 

 

Taking action because it is the right thing to do

https://braveneweurope.com/jem-bendell-the-biggest-mistakes-in-climate-communications-part-2-climate-brightsiding

https://jembendell.com/2020/06/28/the-collapse-of-ideology-and-the-end-of-escape/
https://jembendell.com/2020/06/28/the-collapse-of-ideology-and-the-end-of-escape/


❖We also challenge the built in optimism bias of our 
culture that believes that using our advanced 
science and technology we will be able to reduce 
greenhouse gases and holt warming on a planetary 
scale. 

“The establishment narrative that climate change can 
be fixed often includes an invitation to believe in 
technologies that are not yet viable solutions, such 
as Direct Air Capture (DAC) machines, which suck 
CO2 out of the atmosphere. These technologies now 
comprise a sector attracting huge government 
subsidies and multi-billion-dollar investments. 
Looking at the energetics and economics of these 
machines reveals they are not a sensible part of the 
necessary response to the climate crisis.” 

https://braveneweurope.com/jem-bendell-the-biggest-mistakes-in-climate-communications-part-2-climate-
brightsiding

Examples of what NOT to do

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41560-020-0646-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41560-020-0646-1


❖We suggest that many of the big build projects that 
our country is now starting are making our situation 
worse by further damaging intact ecosystems 
around the country, such as coral reefs, inland 
water ways and indigenous managed land 

❖The belief that we can transition to a new energy 
economy that resembles what we now know, 
without instead first considering other lower tech 
solutions to radically change our existing way of 
life, means we are using precious remaining fossil 
fuel supplies to build an Energy Network and 
Infrastructure that we may not be able to maintain 
long term or that may not be able to be completed 
due to global or local disruptions. 

Solutions that make the problem worse



which column are you in
Given all we have covered - we now invite you to assess the table on the next page and work 

out what column you are in personally, and what column you think Manningham’s Draft 
Emergency Climate Action Plan has responded from?



which column are you in



Recommendations
As you may have gathered, we are planted firmly in column 4 and 

believe that a collapse of our modern day society and way of life as 
we know it is inevitable. This does not mean we have ‘given up’ and 
instead it motivates us to envision ways we can support each other 

practically and emotionally to prepare for such an outcome



Resilience Checklist
We propose a Resiliency Checklist to give specific and measurable examples of 
Resilience and Adaptation as an appropriate response to the existential and 
multiple threats we face.

 

We hope that Council will support our efforts directly by advocating that citizens 
use the checklist as a way to assess personal, household and community 
resilience. We would like to see a copy of the checklist sent to all households 
within the Manningham Matters newsletter and sincere and thoughtful 
communication from Council as why the checklist is needed and direct support 
in helping individuals work towards ticking a YES on each of the questions.


We also hope that Council will acknowledge the significant level of inequality in 
Manningham which means that some individuals and families will need far more 
support in gaining a ‘high score’ than others. 



Resilience Categories
The checklist divides resilience measures into the following areas: 
• Community

• Emotional Preparedness

• Practical Skills

• Food

• Water

• Shelter

• Energy

• Transportation

• Finances

• Safety and Security

• Health and Wellness

• Technology and Communication

 




Community



Emotional Preparedness



Practical Skills



Food



Water



Shelter



Energy



Transportation



Finances



Safety and Security



Health and Wellness



Technology and Communication



We recommend the establishment of Resilience Circles - 
groups of 10 to 20 people in close proximity who work 
together in supporting each other to reach these goals in 
personal, household and community resilience. 


MARG members have skills in Group Facilitation and will 
be able to assist with the establishment of such groups 
and provide guidance ongoing.


We have been inspired by the Local Circles organisation 
from the US which supports people around the world 
come together for Learning, Mutual Aid and Social Action. 
https://localcircles.org/


We also recommend this Resource for ideas on how 
Council can support the establishment of Hubs for Local 
Resilience and Mutual Aid.

 


Resilience Circles  
Small Groups for Tough Times

https://localcircles.org/
https://d36iur3orme9ke.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Shareable-Guide-Resilience-Hubs.pdf
https://d36iur3orme9ke.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Shareable-Guide-Resilience-Hubs.pdf


Conclusion
As a group we do not know how Council will receive this submission but 
believe that to communicate is still worthwhile and that the effort may 
not be wasted if, in any way, we can influence those receiving it to widen 
their perspective on our collective future. 


We thank you for the opportunity to engage and submit feedback in this 
way and we are grateful we still live in a democratic and non 
authoritarian country where such input is sort. 


Sincerely - MARG - Manningham Adaptation and Resilience Group 

 




Appendix - Deep Adaptation
Deep Adaptation is 
a rapidly growing 
global community 
and framework 
that includes inner 
(psychological and 
emotional) and 
outer (practical) 
responses and 
support. 


 


 Website deepadaptation.info and Forum at community.deepadaptation.info

http://deepadaptation.info
http://community.deepadaptation.info

